                                                        February 23, 2017

The regular meeting of the Hammonton Zoning Board of Adjustment was called to order this date by Chairman John E. Lyons, in Council Chambers at 7:00 p.m., with the announcement of the Sunshine Law and fire exit procedure.   The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   The meeting was televised.

PRESENT                                        ABSENT                             ALSO PRESENT

John Adolf                                       Sal Colasurdo                      Charles Woolson, Sol.

Anthony C. DeMarco                      Wayne Reichert                   Kevin Dixon, Planner

Frank Ingemi                                                                                Patricia Berenato, Sec.

James Matro                

Michael Messina 

Nick Polito

Ch. John Lyons

Chairman Lyons designated alternate member, Nick Polito as a full voting member for tonight’s meeting.

ADOPTION OF MEETING MINUTES

MOTION

Mr. Ingemi made a motion to approve the Hammonton Zoning Board of Adjustment meeting minutes of January 26, 2017 as reviewed.    Mr. Messina seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

APPEAL OF ZONING OFFICERS DECISION

INTERPRETATION OF ZONING ORDINANCE

Frank Olivo, Esq. is present for the applicant, Kessler Management, LLC.  He is requesting an appeal of the Zoning Officer’s decision to deny a drug and rehabilitation treatment facility at 600 South White Horse Pike, Block 3801, Lot 73, Zone HB.   

Mr. Olivo explained that he thinks the Zoning Officer’s decision is wrong and was not just.   He said the applicant received a change of use and waiver of site plan approval from the Planning Board in 2013 which allowed all that the ordinance states, (175-155 A(14).  Kessler Management was approached by Pyramid Healthcare, Inc. as a proposed tenant.  They are a licensed inpatient and out patient substance abuse disorder treatment facility.   It is not a crisis center or methadone clinic.  It is inherently beneficial to the county and town.   He said Governor Christie is also in support of opening more rehabilitation centers in New Jersey.  
Mr. Olivo is requesting the board to overturn the Zoning Officer’s decision to deny the use at the old Kessler hospital site.   

Kevin Dixon addressed his report dated February 23, 2017.   He stated that the application is not associated with a hospital, but with the New Jersey Department of Human Services.   He said it comes down to a hospital use vs a drug rehab.   
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At this time, Mr. Olivo withdraws his request for an interpretation of the zoning ordinance and wishes to proceed only on the Zoning Officer’s decision of denial.
Mr. Woolson stated the board should determine if the Zoning Officer was correct in denying the applicants request.   

Mr. Olivo stated the applicant already has approval according to a resolution from 2013 that the Planning Board gave them for a change of use and waiver of site plan.  

Mr. Olivo stated he will amend his application and come back and request a use variance if this board is unable to make a decision tonight.  
The board at this time felt that they did not have enough information to make a decision and wishes to adjourn this application to the meeting on March 23, 2017.  

Mr. Olivo agreed to the adjournment.  
PUBLIC PORTION                 No public objection.   PUBLIC PORTION CLOSED

MOTION

Mr. Adolf made a motion to adjourn this application to the meeting of March 23, 2017 for more information and questions on security issues.  Mr. Ingemi seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT

Being no further business, Mr. Ingemi made a motion to adjourn this meeting of the Hammonton Zoning Board.   Mr. Adolf seconded the motion.   All board members agreed.

Respectfully submitted,

Patricia Berenato

Secretary to the Board

