                                                            April 28, 2016

The regular meeting of the Hammonton Zoning Board of Adjustment was called to order this date by Chairman Michael Messina, in Council Chambers at 7:30 p.m., with the announcement of the Sunshine Law and fire exit procedure.   The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  The meeting was televised.

PRESENT                                           ABSENT                           ALSO PRESENT

John Adolf                                          James Matro                      Charles Wooson, Esq.

William Brinkerhoff                                                                      Kevin Dixon, Planner

Anthony C. DeMarco                                                                    Patricia Berenato, Sec.

John Lyons

Frank Ingemi

Benjamin Ott

Fred Melendez

Ch. Michael Messina

ANNOUNCMENTS

Chairman Messina designated alternate member #1 Frank Ingemi as a full voting member for tonight’s meeting.

Chairman Messina announced that the application for Michael Ford is postponed to the meeting of May 26, 2016.

ADOPTION OF MEETING MINUTES

Mr. Ott made a motion to approve the Hammonton Zoning Board of Adjustment meeting minutes of March 24, 2016 as reviewed.   Mr. Lyons seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

USE VARIANCE

Frank Olivo, Esq. is present for the applicant, Marzilli Construction, LLC.   He stated they are requesting a use variance to change an existing sign to an electronic LED message center for Block 4402, Lot 43.01, Zone HB at 575 North White Horse Pike.

Louis Marzilli, owner and Dennis Roggio, of Clear Vision Signs, LLC are sworn in by Mr. Woolson.

Mr. Olivo stated Marzilli Construction has been in business for 20 years and was given site plan approval for the present Block/Lot in 2000.   The showroom is 2500 sq. ft.   He submitted Exhibit 1-A, a photo of the existing sign and A-2, the existing sign with changing signage.    He said there is no negative impact and it is surrounded by other businesses, such as Hershey Creamery, Castro Oil and the cemetery.  The sign will be shut off at 11:00 p.m.  The company presently has 23 employees.  

Mr. Roggio stated the sign is 40” high and 60” wide and is LED lit with 3 colors.  They can control the brightness, there will be no flashing and controlled by a computer.   There is no animation, but photo’s only at eye level.  It will be like watching television.   
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Mr. Olivo stated the applicant does not have to apply to NJDOT rules of 2011.   It meets all their requirements.   It does not need a use variance, but an interpretation of the zoning ordinance.  

Kevin Dixon addressed his report dated April 28, 2016.   He states that the sign meets the letter of our criteria as to 175-161 (B) (1) for a permitted sign of different technology.  Our ordinance should be amended to be more specific.

PUBLIC PORTION                 No public objection.      PUBLIC PORTION CLOSED

MOTION

Mr. Lyons made a motion to say that the sign complies with the zoning ordinance and is a permitted use.  Mr. Ingemi seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

USE VARIANCE

James R. Castle, of Castle Energy is present for the applicant, Anthony Antonelli and requests a use variance to permit a ground mount solar array for Block 4302, Lot 17, Zone R-3 at 475 Boyer Avenue.  

Mr. Castle is sworn in by Mr. Woolson.   Mr. Castle stated the applicant uses more than 20,000 kw per year.  The solar panels will measure 33’x18.2” wide, with 36 panels, 8 ft. off the ground.   They panels will be 836’ feet from the rear yard and 59’ from the side yard.   It is a naturally open area but 4 or 5 trees will need to be removed.  He cannot see neighbors to the east or west of the property.  There is adequate buffering.   He said there are no moving parts, and there is a safety disconnect switch with micro inverters.  It is properly grounded and no dangerous parts.    There will also be roof top solar panels.   

Kevin Dixon addressed his report dated April 28, 2016.   All questions in the report have been answered to his satisfaction.   He stated there is no negative criteria and is an inherently beneficial use.    

PUBLIC PORTION                  No public objection.   PUBLIC PORTION CLOSED

MOTION

Mr. Adolf made a motion to approve the use variance request for ground mounted solar array.   Mr. DeMarco seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.  

ADJOURNMENT

Being no further business, Mr. Adolf made a motion to adjourn this meeting of the Hammonton Zoning Board of Adjustment.   Mr. Lyons seconded the motion.   All board members agreed.  

Respectfully submitted,

