                                                    September 22, 2016

The regular meeting of the Hammonton Zoning Board of Adjustment was called to order this date by Chairman Michael Messina, in Council Chambers at 7:40 p.m., with the announcement of the Sunshine Law and fire exit procedure.   The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   The meeting was televised.

PRESENT                                    ABSENT                            ALSO PRESENT

William Brinkerhoff                     John Adolf                        Charles Woolson, Esq.

John Lyons                                   Anthony DeMarco            Kevin Dixon, Planner/Traffic

Benjamin Ott                                James Matro                      Patricia Berenato, Sec.

Frank Ingemi                                

Fred Melendez                             

Chairman Michael Messina

Chairman Messina designated alternate members, Frank Ingemi and Fred Melendez as full voting members for tonight’s meeting.

ADOPTION OF MEETING MINUTES

Mr. Ott made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of the Hammonton Zoning Board of Adjustment meeting for July 28, 2016 as received.   Mr. Brinkerhoff seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

USE VARIANCE

The applicant Derek Valenti of 894 South First Road and David Appolonia of Acos Energy are sworn in by Mr. Woolson.   Mr. Valenti stated they are requesting a use variance to permit a ground mount solar array in the RR zone for Block 1601, Lot 38, at 894 So. First Road.  
Mr. Appolonia testified that a roof mount solar array does not fit the need of the applicant.   There will be a 20’ sideyard setback, is situated in the rear yard, 450’ from the street, 18” off the ground, 13.8’ high and 1140 sq. ft.   He said he needs 40% kiklowatt hour to be cost prohibited.  There also needs to be 125’ to 150’ of clearance around the array, especially in winter.   There will be a 4’ high chain link fence around the array.
Kevin Dixon, Board Planner, addressed his report dated September 22, 2016.  He stated a ground mounted solar array is not a permitted use in a residential zoning district.   There is vacant land to the right of the property and a single family dwelling to the left.  Board members should keep in mind that the array will be visible to the neighbor on the left side and that the right side is undeveloped.

PUBLIC PORTION            No public objection.                 PUBLIC PORTION CLOSED 
MOTION

Mr. Lyons made a motion to approve the use variance to permit a ground mount solar array.   Mr. Ingemi seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.   
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HARDSHIP VARIANCE

Carmen Santora of 505 Pratt Street is sworn in by Mr. Woolson.  Mr. Santora stated he is requesting a hardship variance so that he may replace a 4’ chain link fence with a 6’ solid white vinyl fence on a corner lot for Block 3101, Lot 15, Zone R-1 at 505 Pratt Street and place a shed 4 feet from the rear and sideyards.   He stated the shed will be 12’x 14’ or 16’.  He said he plans to get a Lab dog and it can easily jump a 4’ fence.   He also wants to enclose his air conditioner at the side of the house.  His driveway faces Packard Street and a gate will be installed there.
Kevin Dixon addressed his report dated September 22, 2016.   He said the fence will need a variance on one side as it comes past the 25% of the house and a variance for the Packard Street side at the rear of the house.  He will also need a variance for the shed setback unless he would like to move it 6’ at the side and rear as he technically has two sideyards and 6’ is permitted setback.   Mr. Santora stated he would move the shed from 4’ to 6’ on both sides.  The board must consider the Packard Street side as frontage also.  
PUBLIC PORTION         No public objection.                   PUBLIC PORTION CLOSED

MOTION

Mr. Ott made a motion to approve the 3 variances (fence height at Packard Street, height at Pratt Street side and along the front property line at Packard Street).  Mr. Lyons seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.  

ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION

Mr. Lyons made a motion to adopt the resolution for MICHAEL MAZZA for a use variance for ground mount solar.    Mr. Ott seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.  

ADJOURNMENT

Being no further business, Mr. Lyons made a motion to adjourn this meeting of the Hammonton Zoning Board of Adjustment.   Mr. Ott seconded the motion.   All board members were in favor.   

Respectfully submitted,

Patricia Berenato

Secretary to the Board

